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Safety Pages Safety Pages 

The OHBA/SAIF Safety Pages are an ongoing series of pages, designed to provide a selection of safety topics each month 

to OHBA members.   Please use these pages to add to (or start) either a Safety Committee file or manual for your 

company. Some of the Safety Pages will be on general topics and others will be for Owner/Supervisors.  The Owner/

Supervisor Safety Pages will be on topics based more on compliance or suggested management safety practices. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE OF RESPONSIBILITY 

The Oregon Home Builders Association Safety Committee's purpose is to provide safety guidelines, information and 

resources to help our members work more safely and reduce jobsite accidents.  Full and active monthly participation in 

safety meetings using the OHBA Safety Committee's agendas, topics and checklists will only meet safety committee 

requirements. It remains your responsibility to comply with all aspects of safety rules and regulations. 

David Davidson, Oregon Home Builders Association, Safety Consultant 

375 Taylor St NE, Salem, OR 97301       541.971.6669 cell  503.362.5120 fax     www.oregonhba.com 
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Don't forget to post a copy of your OSHA 300-A, which summarizes your company's job-related 

injuries and illnesses logged during 2015. The summary must be displayed each year between  

Feb. 1 and April 30 in a common area where notices to employees are usually posted. Businesses 

that never had more than 10 employees during the last calendar year, including temporary 

employees, and businesses in certain low-hazard industries are exempt from the requirements. 

tel:541.971.6669
tel:503.362.5120
http://www.oregonhba.com
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Safely Operating Forklift in the Workplace 
 

Training and Evaluation  

Forklift operators must have classroom instruction, hands-on 

training, and an evaluation to determine their competency. The 

evaluation must take place in the workplace so the trainer can 

observe the operator perform typical tasks in the operator’s 

environment. Someone other than the employer can do the training 

and the evaluation; however, training out of the workplace must be 

supplemented with on-site training that covers site-specific hazards 

and tasks the operator will be performing.  

The employer must certify that each operator has been trained and 

evaluated. The certification must include the operator’s name, the 

trainer’s name, and the training and evaluation dates. Operators 

must be re-evaluated at least once every three years and receive 

refresher training: • When the operator is observed operating the forklift unsafely  

• After a forklift accident or near-miss incident  

• When the operator is assigned to operate another type of forklift  

• When there is a change in the workplace that could affect the safe operation of the forklift Agricultural 

employers must provide refresher training at least annually.  

 

Qualifications for Trainers  

Trainers must have the knowledge, training, and experience necessary to train and evaluate forklift operators. 

Their experience should include the practical skills and the judgment they have shown to operate the 

equipment safely. Outside certification as a trainer is not required.  

 

Pedestrian Safety  

Most forklift-related incidents in Oregon involve pedestrians. Establish clear, separate pathways for 

pedestrians and forklifts. High visibility apparel should be worn when walking outside of designated 

walkways. Minimize blind spots and highlight intersections and restricted areas. If there is a right-of-way, 

ensure that everyone is aware of it. Otherwise, require the operator to make eye contact with the pedestrian 

(and get acknowledgment) before moving the forklift.  

 

Using Seatbelts  

Seatbelts and other restraint systems should be used when they are provided. Seatbelts keep the operator in the 

cab during a tip over and prevent the operator from being thrown from the seat. Manufacturers’ operating 

manuals also warn operators to use seatbelts; operators must be trained in the manual’s instructions, warnings, 

and precautions.  

 

Lifting Workers with a Forklift  

Unless prohibited by the forklift manufacturer, workers can be lifted on a platform. The platform must be 

firmly secured to the lifting carriage or the forks, equipped with guardrails, and have a barrier that prevents 

bodily contact with the mast. The operator must stay with the forklift when workers are on the platform. The 

combined weight of the platform and workers should be less than one-half of the forklift’s rated capacity. 

 


