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Safety Pages Safety Pages 

The OHBA/SAIF Safety Pages are an ongoing series of pages, designed to provide a selection of safety topics each month 

to OHBA members.   Please use these pages to add to (or start) either a Safety Committee file or manual for your 

company. Some of the Safety Pages will be on general topics and others will be for Owner/Supervisors.  The Owner/

Supervisor Safety Pages will be on topics based more on compliance or suggested management safety practices. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE OF RESPONSIBILITY 

The Oregon Home Builders Association Safety Committee's purpose is to provide safety guidelines, information and 

resources to help our members work more safely and reduce jobsite accidents.  Full and active monthly participation in 

safety meetings using the OHBA Safety Committee's agendas, topics and checklists will only meet safety committee 

requirements. It remains your responsibility to comply with all aspects of safety rules and regulations. 

David Davidson, Oregon Home Builders Association, Safety Consultant 

375 Taylor St NE, Salem, OR 97301       541.971.6669 cell  503.362.5120 fax     www.oregonhba.com 

July, 2016 
 

Safety Pages: 

Trench Safety ...................................................................... P. 2-3 

Heat Stress  .......................................................................... P. 4-5 

Silica  ................................................................................... P. 6-8 

 

Safety News: 

A roofer slipped and fell 12½ feet from the eave of a sloped roof.  

 ................................................................................................ P. 9 

Oregon Minimum Wage ....................................................... P. 10 
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Safety Notes 

Accident Report 

Incident: Fall from roof 

Industry: Roofing work contractor 

Employees: Roofer/Construction worker 

 

A roofer slipped and fell 12½ feet from the eave of a sloped roof.  

 

The roofer went up to the roof to begin some roofing work, but he left his fall protection 

in the truck. Two other workers already on the roof told him to bring it up and put it on. 

They were already wearing their gear in fall-restraint mode. When the roofer started to go 

back down to get his fall protection, he slipped on the sloped roof, which still had the 

morning’s moisture on it in spots, and almost knocked over the two other workers when 

he slid into them. After he got his gear from his truck, the roofer went back up on the 

roof. About that time, the company owner arrived at the site, but he didn’t notice that the 

roofer was still not wearing fall protection. He needed a battery for a cordless drill, so he 

walked down the roof toward the eave and asked the owner to get him one from the truck. 

The owner threw a battery up to him as he approached the eave. When the roofer tried to 

catch it, he slipped and fell. The owner tried to catch him and took some of the 

momentum from his fall, but the roofer still broke both of his heels. He fell 12½ feet, 

landing on concrete. 

 

Findings  
The roofer had been trained in the proper use of fall protection, attended regular safety 

meetings, and knew when fall protection was required. He said during his interview that 

he had been trained and knew the rules when working from heights.  

This was not the first time the owner arrived at a jobsite and saw the roofer on a roof 

without fall protection. He talked to the roofer about wearing fall protection the week 

before this accident. He said he was too nice and that he should start reprimanding his 

workers for safety violations.  

Applicable standards (Oregon-OSHA Rules)  

437-001-0700(21)(c) – The owner failed to report an overnight hospitalization within 24 

hours. The sheriff’s office told the owner to report the accident to Oregon OSHA.  

437-001-0765(13) – The owner failed to document safety meetings for his employees; he 

held regular safety meetings, but did not document them.  

437-003-0503(2)(a) – The owner failed to document a written certification training record 

for his employees; the training had been conducted, but not documented.  I have attached 

an example with this email 

437-003-1501 – “When employees are exposed to a hazard of falling 10 feet or more to a 

lower level, the employer shall ensure that fall protection systems are provided, installed, 

and implemented.” The owner did not require his employee to wear fall protection.  
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